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upon the human beings by whom he is surrounded.
Grant that society might return to a state of
brigandage, and his safety, as well as his personal
happiness, will vanish with the happiness of the
community. The hygienic precautions taken by
the individual result in profit to the public, just
as his health, in its turn, depends upon the mea-
sures for the prevention of disease adopted by
the community. The law, that expression of the
public will, protects the community against the
perils of unchained selfishness. These instances
of the dependence and the reciprocal solidarity of
our personal interests, and those of the community,
might be multiplied ad infinitum. And the more
we reflect upon the laws of our happiness, the more
we perceive its direct dependence upon the happi-
ness of the community, the happiness of our na-
tive country, and of the native countries of other
peoples.

This discovery shows us and explains the su-
preme duty of our life: no one has a right to enjoy
the benefits which he owes to the labour of others,
without contributing his share, in proportion
to his means, to their happiness and their safety.

Thus we have duties to the family, the com-
munity, to the fatherland, and to the human
race.